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European Dental Students Association 

 TASKFORCE II

Profile and Competences for the European Dentist

                     Creavin GB. Alex, Dounis K. Athanasios

   The paper presents the Profile and Competences for the European Dentist (PCD), as approved by the General Assembly of the Association for Dental Education in Europe. The main idea is to analyze and categorize in seven domains the most essential competences, which the contemporary European dentist must have in order to practice dentistry in a safe, responsible and effective way. 

     The domains are professionalism, communication and interpersonal skills, knowledge base Information handling and critical thinking, clinical information gathering, diagnosis and treatment planning, as well as establishment and maintenance of oral health and health promotion.  Each domain is consisted of major competences and a number of supporting competences, which in a whole set up the profile of the modern dentist in Europe. Some competences described in the document are related to the practitioner’s general attitude, pointing out moral, ethical and professional aspects of the graduating dentist’s personality   as well as communication and patient management skills.   Others are related to the diagnostic, treatment planning and clinical skills of the graduating dentist as well as the capability to carry out emergency treatment. It is also indicated that the graduating dentist must be capable of applying the principles of health promotion for the individual or the community.

      The review of the document showed it to be extremely solid and well structured. It is laid out in a way that makes it easy to comprehend throughout its entirety.  It serves the principles of evidence based dentistry which is core to the dental education process and to the career of the dental professional. 

   The document is also facilitating, allowing diversity in teaching and educational methodology with respect to the traditions of the various Universities around Europe.  In doing this, it does not compromise the ultimate goal of this document, which is to serve as a guideline for the minimum requirements for the graduating dentist.  

   Although acting as a guideline, this document does not impose specific criteria for setting up a curriculum, which allows autonomy of choice and encourages the individual interests of dental schools in pursuing specific areas in the field of dentistry.

    Currently EDSA consists of members from all different areas throughout Europe who are studying under various different curricula and methodology. To date this document has been discussed in several of our meetings and overall none of our delegates have encountered any points stated in this document that can raise barriers in adopting this document as a guideline for their University.    

  We will endeavor to keep this vital evolution of dental education at the core of EDSA interest and discussion in the future. We hope that in the future, EDSA representatives will add to our current views on the PCD document and that all our input will be included in the future review process in 2007. 

      EDSA believes that student input in the dental education evolution is important to its success. We hope that our opinions are not only relevant but useful to you and we are thankful for the opportunity to express them.        

